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We are pleased to be able to bring you tlieveloped by World Boomerang Champic
issue during the virus pandemic, which dielgpiteel Schutz and a memorial to the
the tremendous impact it has caused to spomtierful Maurizio Saba, whose contribu
and cultural activities across the globe, hbsaherangs as former IFBA President ar
least availed the BAA committee time to twgasiiser of the 2010 World Cup in Rome
on i mproving its meederbefomaoitdn. consi der |
direction. In the last issue, we mentionedghe 4 + her ed6s mor el 5
plan for a new BAA website that will hav%ﬁjoy the read. You have time.

more contemporary web page look and feel.

We are excited to say that we are now Vit Barker

close to realising this project, thanks to tfBAA Editor

wonderful web work by our recently appointed

Secretary Christene Metzakis. There will be o
more about the new website in this issueFront Page photograpfidaurizio Saba anc

including results of the West Australian fliceingSiodbyp oSy
prepandemic annual competition, an article on

Britaindés James Hoy, Long Distance r ¢
holder and consummate boomerang maker,

the controversial Relative Scoring System
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Ot her News
New BAA President making his mark Australian Nationals Competition 2021

Recently appointed BAA PregdénCrolarranged his first Gold Coast Queensland is still targeted for the 51st Austral
meeting with the BAA committee in August using the Zoomwdaot i onal s, but hasnodt been
communications app during the-Tlidkdown. It was a lively on confirmation from the council. The likely date for the cor
meeting during which Rob proposed a new position within thﬁ/iﬁ% weekend-16 May

asambassadgmwhose function is to promote the interests of the )

BAA to the rest of the world and within Australia. Following oming WABA Events

committee election of who best to assume the new role. Roger'Perry,

fl'rea(:;,urt_ar, vt\;ashcr;]osenl, since Ze has ﬂ?"t‘;” all over the worldyABA has held a number of interesting boomerang events
introducing both the culture and sport of boomerangs over t r . N

and to Indonesia and India recently. Also discussed was theqlﬁsélg't? c.% the fallcRl

how to attranew member® the association in the Australian Have a Go Day 2020 11th November Burswood3pank iin

states and the committee unanimously agreed that as a first by the Seniors Recreation Coufidike aim of the event is to

incentive, the new BAA website should attract more interest tQ BA@ : P i
and state boomerang association activities. promote the sport of boomerangs and will coincide with a s

] Remembrance Day.
BAA MemberShlp Fees 0 TheWABA WA State Championships 202ABA Event

Please get behind the association and renew your membershijgiaRiagi Chrissie Metzakis is looking at the Maida Vale re
though we had to cancel our Australian Nationals we are stiltRgnAgxgcompetition but it needs to be confirmed. Chrissie
to keep our Association strong. A new website will be appeahag been difficult to confirm venues due-iBGeroding

and we need your support t oSUhymeri nsupeo rtth ef iwotrukr, e s| fi oylotu

join the BAA, details for payment is following, and please cORRlElfawABA quiz nightill be hel28 Novembeat the RSL

i too: (Returned Serviceman's League) in Cannington 6pm $10 €
$10 junior membership (less than 16 years) Save the date in your calendars.
$10 ordinary membership non competitive throwers Logan Broadbent achieves a Doublers R

$15 veteran membership (55 years and over)
$15 membership all ages

$25 family

$10 overseas membership

You can renew your membership by paying directly into the BA/A
bank account BSB: 063151 Account No: 00904182

Stay tuned for more everiig@i/boomerang.org.au/wp/events/

Regards Robert Croll
BAA President

Hnnnn @&S8SFN 2fR
YIRS FNRBRY | YIYY
T2ldzy B Ay 2 R RSROIND

USA boomerang champion Logan Broadbent at the Delaw:
boomerang event set a 2 minute Doubling record of 25 cat
bested Swiss champion Manuel Schutz by a single catch. L
il 6ve never juggled before
coaching before my round?o.

Congratulations Logan on achieving a Doublers record!



http://boomerang.org.au/wp/events/

West Australian Championshi

Fortunately for West Australians, the championship W<-
planned byWABA (WA Boomerang Association)
February just before the Corona Virus spread insidiou..a
across the world and forced everybody into stay at ho '_ ;
isolation. )

It was a good day, cool, cloudy, a welcome relief from
intense summer heat which can make play uncomforté

Even though former West Australian champions Roge
and his son Grant were buoyed up and showed readi
competition, Nick Pritchard blitzed the day by coming 8> A Y Y SNE -F KRN a&8&DaSaiF1Aa \
most of the events, despite serious back pain which hgt ® A Ol tNA “ O'f FNR 2L / KT YLA 2 |
him away from the usual Sunday training sessions for il t1O0s at-y2it NNBESY U RdzsS UG
months. Nick, however, quietly prepared for the event in his

own time and practiced on the very field where the eveRR€SUItS

would be played. The preparation had paid off. He threw b[rank =— First namel NationalCatelOverall
than he had ever done, a surprising return to the joy of 1]pritchard _|nick aus  |m 7.5
.. . . j 2|perry grant aus m 13.5
competltlon, taking the first place trophy for the second ye: = = o — e
running. 4|johnson chris aus m 28.5
) 5|perry roger aus m 30.5
In 2nd place was Grant Perry. Despite unfortunate set bac 6lbryant  |mike O 31
Endurance and Fast Catch, which are usually his stronges /metzakis _|chrissy |aus  |f 34.5
events, he achieved an excellent 158 points in Aussie Rouf Sy o T "3
9| perry angie aus f 54
when the wind was unpredictably choppy.
Matt Barker, despite lack of training, performed consist
throughout each event with a 2nd place in Trick Catch,
3rd overall.
Chris Johnson who finished in 4th place kept closely bt
Matt Barker throughout the day with strong performanc ’-‘7

Fast Catch and Endurance, and Mike Bryant in 6th pla
performed well in Accuracy in equal 3rd and 2nd in Eng

There was stronger performance among women throw|

3rd in the MTA event with 22.3 seconds in firm wind,
secured her 1st place as

Former Australian champion Roger Perry had an unfo
day where the usual magic from him refused to show,
his inimitable style, he fought on tenaciously and his pe
best was sharing 3rd place in Accuracy with Mike Brys

Overall, there was good performance from everybody
participated, including efforts from young children and
newcomers of the WA Boomerang Association who en
the Accuracy event with the champions.

Throwers thanked WAdAanother superbly organised a v
well managed event and a fun filled day at Rossiter Park, Piara
Water$ Leonie and Chrissy Metzakis and Chris Johnson. 3



HAPPY BIRTHDBOOMERANG! coast. The area is now called King Sound, and the
crew members stayed for three months. They mad:
to the vesselgollected specimens, recorded flora

The Australian wbabmerancelebrates a significanfauna, and met local Aboriginal people.

birthday this year.

The boomerang is known across the world as a sy ,j,
Australia and the oldest continuous culture on eart 7
Boomerangs found in South Australia have been d
10,000 years and painted rock art of them in Arnhe
Land to an amazing 25,000 years.

Throughout the continent more th&iasginal
languages plus many dialects had their own words
boomerangs. Even so, the word is derived from a
traditional language spokenthefwst European
settlement, which became the city of Sydney.

But when did the moderrt'

i L e
in time and revisit an historic moment. Lieutenant F s
Parker King RN in command o1t the nMer mal do de
Port Jackson (now Sydney), where he knew Aborgitafsier wrote fascinating accounts of his discofyek
some words of their language8unghree, New Voyage R o (160d) and ifcleded

Aboriginal guide for the voyage, and headed nortlitp n d-ias mescalled Australian Aborigiaes their
survey the coastlikéng andrew had been ashore implements:
near preseqdiay Bowen, Queensland, where they FSome of them had Wood:e
explored the landscape, collected plants and met Ioc%fés The Sword is a peace (sic) of Wood
A n a t and/keng reabrded their observations. Onl‘ﬂﬂy ' b ’
_ S 0
22, 1820 he wrote:

me wh at | T ke a Cutl ass
AUSTRALIA 4/ ne ofthe men carried a

spear, another had a
boomerangf a smaller size
but otherwise similar to thatI cate
which the Port Jackson natifa& e

use. . . 0O However in 2019, after forty years of boomerang r
B 4 That was the moment: The a olourful card flashed onto my computer scree
N 4 . InStantly transported back in time and saw LC

time ouworld famous word

ERRRINRNRLE (oomerangas recorded with' & | S SN e AR
rdo. What an amazing

its current English spelling. With a quill and ink, and” ©
probably without realising it, Lieutenant Phillip Parkér King ar t i st had given |
made an important contributidastoalian history.  interpreting the event that occurred in Western /
Therefore, on July 22, 2020 theiwor o0 mwas a fithed New Holland) 100 years before the First Flee
200 years old! on the east coast. Thus establishing Dampier as
white man to see a boomerang.

In the 17 and 1B centuries the names of Eurog
weapons were often given to implements used b
peoples. These included sabre, sword and scim
drawings which illustrated those reports are dif

Happy Birthd®pomerang!
That 0s right .AwwopdeEkEnwas av

boomerang!
Wil |l i amiDompieenr G'®wospischvery made history.

Western Australia has an important place in the European

story of boomerangs, because an importantiB&Westicles written by Paul Bryden
occurred in the nestbst of the state many years 2997 A NSW State Representative

William Dampier, an English buccaneer sailed around the
world on board theC y gbefere Wisiting New Holland
in 1688 and anchoring off the paeseliVest Kimberley



Covidl9

No one could have foreseen the Corona virus :

outbreak across the world, because boomeran” / U
sporting and cultural events were planned anc
organised, airfares were paid and accommode
booked (in the same rhythm followed in the pe
as the virus quickly spread, hopes for any of tt
events happening grew dim. By late March, IF
President Gunter Mol
announcement 0 on Faceé

community around the world and with good req LY RZYSaAty KNESSN /
the Bordeaux 2020 World Boomerang Cup was\C @ 1 RANAYS 0 KS KSA 3K
cancelled. The small fraternity of boomerang throwers

in Australia had arranged and paid for the 51stBemmarang MTA, Accuracy, Trick Catch and Te
Boomerang Competition in Queensland schedulettdochallenges were devised, virtual compet
May. BAA President Roger Perry and | had alsavpegdarranged, throwers posted boomerang
for a trip to Indonesia the following month for th@trospectives and historic photos to the World
Tunasbumi annual competition and to do someBoomerang Facebook pages and boomerang |
reconnaissance work to investigate fields suitabl@deruse of the imposed isolation by throwing
a future World Cup. We waited until late April wihemselves headlong into boomerang making.
Roger made the unhappy decision to cancel alBoomerang facts and online competitions were
boomerang events for the near future. It was thenfitdike everybody else around the world, thro
time that a year passed without the BAA annualound time to relax and spend more time with f

competition in its 50 year history, along with th&yjith half a year gone and with the virus now
biannual World Cup, which had always played gipegiéning a second wave of highly contagiou
began in the early 8O0®fmissdn, fldhdlng BoBrhefaRy elbASsuct
boomerang association history for the first timeBoomerang World Cup and the annual Europe
Boomerang throwers responded to the lock dowhampionship is still not possible. American ch
the most novel and creative of ways. Indoor = Daniel Bowerancelled his trip to the US Nation
this year because the spread of the virus incre,
\ixTh 1T AU " T EOAQEIIY. Fo &Ik L) A isRWerY Strande ahld Lny
@Eéf. OEl ¢ Ol I 1A time, and it could be many more months before
are allowed to travel internationally. However, \
latest news about a highly effective vaccine, th
sustained global situation may finally change.

#1 OKIA 11T AEAT
EEO 40EBE

Covidl9 has at least forced us all to develop ar
deeper appreciation of the special bonds we h:
global boomerang fraternity, and to have more
establish stronger bonds with those who are sy
us- our friends and families.

Matt BarkeBAA Editor 5



Covid19 Boomerang Fiesta

Covidl9 has definitely been a strange time for all of us but for boomerang collector
makers, it has been a very creative time. | scanned the whole of the World of Boon
Facebook posts from March 2020 onwards, from the start of the virus outbreak till 1
and found some remarkable photographs of boomerangs. There were so many be
boomerangs posted and | had to make a difficult decision to select only 9 that were
just for the beautiful craftsmanship of the boomerang but for the way it has been pi
a Covid treat and to ease the mind, enjoy these wonderful shortlisted contributions
the finest boomerang makers and collstatrBarker BAA Editor
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In MemoriumMaurizio Saba We will remember him...

Of great loss to the boomerang community around the
was the passing of Maurizio Saba in February. Durinc
throwing boomerangs, he made a significant contribut
development of the sport and was a positive and insp
force as excellent thrower, teacher and mentor.

¢tKS {YAfS

Maurizio was involved in the formation of the IFBA
(International Federation of Boomerang Associations)
2003/2004 and with the help of others, including the n
President Gunter Moll er,
| FBAO. He served as | FBA e
the principal organiser of the Rome World Cup in 201 ;
attended many world cups during his time as IFBA Pr
participating as both thrower and presenter, and offer
counsel at official boomerang meetings.

Here are some memories shared by those who knew
my own memory of him being a man wearing always
smile. He was feisty, had a keen intelligence and was
loving:

il have |l ost a close fril
boomerang field. | -Ah@io lo 10 . »

- Gunter Moller (GermaiBA President) -

AWhat a sad day for our sport. The news about oul
Maurizio is deeply shocking. Maurizio was a generous person,
who enjoyed boomerangs 100%. He was IFBA Presic '
several years, but also the organiser of the Roma tou
We will miss him. His legacy for the sport will remain 1
a motto: A sport for all/l

- Alejo Palacio (Italy)

AMauri zi o was a great fi
friend to all with that easy going persona. He could be
and forthright, which made him a force in the boomer:
world. | will miss his presence at the world cup. Condc
to his family and friend

- Rob Croll (AustralRresident of the BAA)

AiMauri zi o was a humbl e m .?{,’,-_, ' o |
judgmental. It felt to me that he was the wise fatherof bt

boomerang family. Always keeping us together and makﬁfg

everybody feel welcome. 0

- Kevin Overzee (Holland)



James HOy and Long DI[STale W YSa 128 i KA 62Nl &K2LID

ANot hing el se matters wh
Il tés a f or-damesfHoymedi t at i o

James Hoy from Wallasey UK has entered the boome
sport recently, both as thrower and boomerang make
choosing only one of the events which has become ar#
obsessionLong Distance, one of the most challenging
events of the sport where a thrower attempts to achie
longest throw possible and have the boomerang retur
through a 10 metre fAgat e

G.dzd T KANDE2Y CAONB [2y3 5A&0

ABC: You are a professional boomerang thrower?

James: Thatodés correct, ye

ABC: Tell us about boomeranging?

His passion for making has led to creating some of the. most . .
. . . James: It is quite a well known sport. There are boomer
beautifully crafted Long Distance boomerangs, using a rar\llge .
. . . . rto elrs around the world. We could do with more throv
of materials, including carbon fibre, capable of a range o1 well

over 200m. actually.

James was interviewed Db yAB'&::é—Iev%dSoyolgren%k%ahsgortgurtogitt?o N r ece
and a transcript of the interview in which he tells his std@nies: There are different games. Long Distance is my
reproduced here: ABC: How did you discover boomerang throwing?
ABC: James, who are you? James: | was given a boomerang from Australia in 1977
James: James Hoy born 1970, husband and fatherof @¢htt s . It woul dndt wor k fo

children and grandfatherotma®menxt. | Bmemr ismotphetsen
and boomerang maker from Wallasey in the north of Ukorked. Hmm?, So I threw it again and it landed up a tre
between Wales and Liverpool. night lying in bed looking at it | had an epiphany. Thig m



be right handed and | 6 m | ABC:tWhdtis yodréadourite$naterial2 x t mor n
searched my fathers shed for plywood and there was no.]ames: | love to collect elbows from UK forests and he

IS, EATEL S LI (0 fi7 (I [Eeeenss e 'Shed full of different varieties of English hardwoods. |
carpenter, so | went to my room and cut a square out th?ob

) ﬁ%‘ aircraft grade plywood and G10 epoxy glass.
of my wardrobe and then put the clothes back to hide the hgle
from my mother. | copied the Bill Onus boomerang froEERVRNS SRR SR SR BN -0 2
image. | took it to the field behind our home and it wor

brilliantly! So thatoés h

S ¢2daNy I YSyidi DNERd
HYR .ENRY f SDX

ABC: Where do you find boomerangs in the UK? ABC: Did you play other sports before you became int
James: Thereds a number |olfbogmeggthrowingk er s so boomer
very easily available to purchase, such as those fromJay g me s I wasndt good at

Butters, Adam McLaughlin, Martin Lasslet and of coursepy®w mer ang t hrowing. | re
will see them on eBay but be careful whatywat bllyf | was when | started competing. Best | go and try to ma
them may return. better LD t o tHbespuDaohvowerinthe

world and record holder in Britain and make boomerat

ABC: What are your favourite designs?
people around the world.

James: | make strip | aminated boomerangs as | 6m a
Gerhards and John Clyderman. I like Long Distance because it gets my cardiovascula
and itodés social distance

. : : ° _ _
AECNEL R e Ol get out and throw a boomerang. It is a form of meditat

James: My biggest boomerang hero is of course Herb Sgith. |
love old school boomerangs that are heavy weighted.

ABC: Do you throw several times a week?

James: | throw as often as possible every weekend, some
for 6 to 7 hours Long Distance throwing and in the lighter s
after work for an hour or two, twice, maybe 3 times per w(
weather permitting.

ABC: Where do you throw?

James: We have a great selection of big fields in Wallesa ‘
favourite is 350m x 350m, which is a huge, square field, f a
pancake, with no obstructions, such as trees nearby to d
the flowing breeze. I t 6s
clean fresh winds, mainly from the west.




Fadjar H |da]at BAA:What is your job and your family status?

FH:1 work for a legal firm and have a beloved wife name
The BAA interviewed Fadjar Hidajat who is President @frifagi. She is an Accountant in a private company. | ha
ABI (Asosiasi Bumerang Indonesia). Fadjar was born Aggheld children, my son named Muhammad Haidar Pa
1968 and lives in Semarang, Central Java, Indonesia. Hidajat, 24 years and my daughter named Fairuz Zahra
Maharani Hidajat 17 years.

BAA:How many tournaments have you been to?

FH:My first tournament was the Indonesian tournament
Tunasbumi 4 and every Tunasbumi since then, which is
number 9. | also competed at the Australian Nationals ir
(50th BAA Anniversary) because it was my first time par
in a boomerang sports competition abroad, which | reall
In 2015, | organised the Tunasbumi 5 with 5 other helpe
home town of Semarang. This began my interest in pror
boomerangs further in Indonesia and to become active i
world of boomerangs.

BAA:Do you have other hobbies?

FH:My others hobbies are travelling, watching movies, s
sometimes and the other activities that can make me ha

A T g _ 5 BAA:We know you have grown the sport in Indonesia,
W= N NC R R SRR IR Bl | especially with children. How did you do this?

5k 2R e L e FH:l always say to them (kids) and their parents that
" ' ' ' boomerangs are not dangerous and that it is a fun activi
BAA:What made you interested in boomerangs? well as a sport. | ask them to try, let them get fun and g

FH:I like the flying objects that I can play with like Kited)terested with boomerang and then | train them step by
Chuck Glider, Paper Plane and Boomerang. | tried to #R€ Reginner, intermediate and competition boomeran

Natural Elbow boomerang when | was 14 years old bufégiedo it step by step and | never train them too fast. |
and | then | forgot it. children interested by also keeping the parents involved

clubs which is very important. Sometimes | hold a comp
train mentally and give awards to the winners. It will mal
FH:I didn't have a good guidebook or internet access tm@e$ enthusiastic to practice and their parents will be
information on how to make a boomerang. | only got thiecause this activity will reduce the activities of their cl
guide from Bobo, one of my favourite children's magazifging gadgets.
O el November 201,2’ e aSke%mE:After many year of hard work with your ABI the IFB
"Honey, do you know something my friend posted on _. . -

o . finally recognised your association.
Facebook?" My wife histiyo Bramanty(RIP) were high
school classmates. When | saw Listyo's Facebook, | Wk Was very happy when | to know that ABI has been
very surprised. | was just like a Tiger that woke up frofRdt@s the 13th member of IFBA and now my big goal is
long sleep. Wow! It's a boomerang! It's something tha@pomerang sport become a National Sports under the a
dreamed of all this time. Please ask him how and whefé itgdonesian Ministry of Youth and Sports and ABI
buy it? And then, you know, | bought boomerangs, le&f¢8@nized by Indonesian government. Many people inc
about boomerangs, how to throw boomerangs from hitdSty Brantyo who recently passed away helped to make

Someone who influenced me was Listyo. happen.

BAA:What is your favourite boomerang and event? BAA:We wish you the very best for the future and hope
Indonesia continues grows even bigger.

BAA:How did you finally get boomerangs to work?

FH:My favourite type of boomer&tgppy designed by
Listyo, and my favourite evéutsisie Round Fadjar was interviewed by Roger Perry, former BAA Prgsigler



ancestors had the same chromosomes as those found i
Northern Australian aborigines. The link of the Tamil Ind
migrating to Northern Australia was found when the univ
Madurai studying tuberculosis found the DNA match froi
similar study being done at the same time on aboriginals
Northern Territory.

b 3

. . ago. We even had the opportunity tdimesndivhose
A Trip to India

We had planned to travel to India on an extensive tour ir
but unfortunately it has been put on hold witl® Covid
restriction§ince the trip, India has formed a boomerang
association and set up many clubs and hopes to have a
the next World Cup. A big thanks goes to Lily for making
such a memorable and amazing trip.

Last year | was invitedlihyKhauleto travel to India to

speak and demonstrate at universities and colleges on
boomerangs and throw sticks used by Australian aborigine
and also to share the link they had with the Tamil Nadu reg

Most of the time was spent in Southern India, Tamil Nadu, a o
home of the Valari, made famous by the Marudhu Brothers® == &
who used the metal throw s
to early 1800606s. £

Val ari 6s were confiscated.
and are treasured and revered by the Indian people.

The Valari was made from wood and metal and date back
thousands of years. They were used to protect the herds of
animals and for hunting and use in war. The Marudhu Brotl
were said to have thrown a metal Valari over 250 metres and
this is quite believabl e. Rr o i T MR O0s we
very heavy and would be thrown only about 20 metres. We [l
not see any returning boomerangs and research is ongoing
to whether they used the returning boomerang.

We spent a lot of time with Professor Pitchapann at the
uni versities, who proved t Tami |
migrated to Northern Australia and settled thousands of yeei
-angs steal the show ity A

Boomel : at varsit) ,

“Ihe chiective of the demonstration is to draw studengs Interest to lost art forms’

e Zr

b ol y

o e Tt o s

Madurd Xamary) Universh . nmmdm!::

Ty spocts Goend it 3 de- reviving the imeres

monsration lisking the e e Digector, Geno

of toomerangs by Tamils for ”mlﬂl e

mm&'f yordie appan, said taat the intem of

A semmar oo boome hmﬂn;‘:ﬂum . 1 |

rangs, orpiised by MKU 'M‘:;nmn-si w2 3ISNJ tSNNE

and Caper Foundation, Al amd said menlbm“ : )

Yebad, almed 2 crealing ik e g A_l ADal ki | oF.

awarensss of the Jost art of 3 rangs for bumting for seve a u @)

thi bo Lily FERSSaRSEaSs - . ot . ~

B;::limll:?:-i::kv Jf President of World Boomrang Aszocistion Rager Pasry M.F&‘Byd&mm: L y' R AL

Capee Foundation, sail that  damosstrating the art at Madural Kamiars) Lnhesity. « :}L‘:mm;l‘fm g
:':i:? :;v':::::;::::z:' erangs, inchuding hooked, than and sustain e tmevest z&;‘r(\m Iuwhaimtbf df;l'.:
g art focres. Mer stine in  the valari and others made  0f stodends who ““-I‘:& the ‘m‘c‘mk.m '{'ri : . A A R ]
estralls helped amgment - oflight plastic by president, aware aftherieb R B mmnrs e e Click on the link below for more information about the Vilari:

er infevest @ the instre- World Boomerang Assocls ool SETOUE ople  mhentwas used proctically by
mezt, she sxd. thon, Roger Perry |mm:m&$. Nu‘l‘t‘ E‘TL was . PTJ;’ \U' - o o . “ . o o T B & L A
;HIK:.’?.ET.'.'.';‘,'«"‘TJ.’;‘.: Ns. Kauler £id that the. i South ‘"";'_',Z,f.ﬁl& el g A KglLlaYkKkkKkogo g PUKSKAYRAzZPOZ2-REI/-BB B ki aUS
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Life at the Cart er 8ddgy ®dged for@e fgmilywhen Boomer w
killed one night when playing in the back field ar

run over by a vehicle driving fast through the pa

~ Buster the big pointer was a stray | picked up frc

e dog pound. Fedde Engwerda from the Netherlar
| with me when we picked up our new dog. | can

"& ’ Feddebds | ook of suropr
: ' dog to us on a chain lead and as soon as it reac

it ran circles around Fedde until it ran out of cha
both Fedde and the dog were chained together.
quickly became part of the family and played an
amazing part in our f

Buster loved Boomerangs from the word go but
Lockdown and itods Marpgthhterédstedif catching BeiaHe wyuld jufe
month of the year to throw boomerangs. Austrgidil you threw a rang. He loved to bark at a flyir
and the world are in lock down, but the beautybgdmgrang and have other dogs chasing him. \
great sport is that we can do it on our own. | (istracting having a Boomerang coming to you :

However, | cannot go out alone without Molly our
Red Heeler dog. She screams the place dow
venture out into the boomerang field without

For over 35 years | have had dogs chasing
boomerangs. Some simply bark at them. | hac ] .
Boomer who loved to catch them. He had a feg NEijé / VNI S NJV .
teeth knocked out and many cuts in his moutH st ge" g
_ _ |} KA3K beiy3 MeNa
tongue. Boomer once accompanied me in 19 G e aret} v N
demonstration at a major festival. Melbourne SRR )
advertised 6Come and wa _ e amazil n
. of knots %q{pg foIIoviéed %y 10 dogs at 9u|| ﬁpeo?d
Boomerang catching dogbo. W oomers CO a-
tC algéook too long to throw, Buster would nip hi

some boomerangs. The crowd was huge and form : _ _

: . . the ankle as a reminder of time wasting.
a tight circle around me, maybe allowing me

30 metres to play with so all | could throw werdttick t hese dogs dondt
catch rangs up and over the crowd. But it was from Trent. She will jump all over you on the wa
perfect conditions and my catching was as hotfi@dh&e moment you pick up a boomerang you
weather, yet every time | took a good catch, target, but boy can she catch and is fast and de:

i ncluding foot cat ch dcbeatyowptethedbpomeyand.y el | ed

dog catch onel! 6 So 0 upehdv@haEMoRy 6 Pebrd nd rhyGuessdsisHi
dog catches it, the crowd goes wild. Do it agaifsdt or broken 30 rangs. Sometimes she pounce
throw and catch and the crowd roars for the dQﬂ)omerang at full speed and the boomerang bre

There was rapturous applause every time Boogpg picks up a rang with some of it still on the g
caught one. Maybe 3 or 42 hour demosthatdgph e hasnét | earnt to

and not much life in Boomer by the end of the ggxt
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So its Cowtd time, and my folks now 94 and 9%e would set off to Canberra, then Batemans b
years old are in a local nursing home. Mydadtmide NSW coast to vi si:
many of my boomerangs, he loves watching meith Trent, then Gosford to see a nephew, then:
throw and Molly chase and try and catch themQOaftai to see family and friends. | have to visit S
did this every day for 2 months. However, my andPaul BrydenOrange then Dubbo to Bourke a
throwing got harder and harder to do, as | hadlight@ing Ridge in the Opal centre out back NS\

sore back and side. Outback Queensland and Birdsville is a must,

The pain got worse and soon | could no longe!Gamagrons Corner if | can get there in a van and
without a hand or bend over. | had backscanst o Gol d Coast and Bri
MRI 6s, but not hi ng c¢ aobeBurwgl Davig SchumardRod doneathed a
back with curvature of the spine and some badijong the coast to Cairns, to Cooktown, onto W
worn discs. It was a Chiropractor who got me @aprdrork. Back around to Darwin, down to Alic
about as he felt | had damaged and badly bruiSsed r i ngs, O0Ayers Rock©o

ribs and muscle damage in my side. Hill and see a special mate, Gavin Carmichael i

So no more boomerang throwing for me for a WHif&/ra and then to Bendigo to visit Leanne Lov

and regular trips to the Chiro when the pain ge'té‘%’éher very special person.
intense to handle. 12 months later we will go to Perth to see the P

Because | am diabetic, and have little to no feéﬁ‘ﬂa ﬂpd up to Broome and who knows from the

my feet, after a shower one cold morning (I waSo ends this saga. | miss all you guys and love
trying to warm up near the heater) | accidentallg@eiving emails. If you have Diabetes, stay clez
my foot on the heater. | burnt my foot badly anbeasars, and if you have a long time relationshig
admitted to hospital for 5 days. | returned home her i sh i1 t, as you ne
when all the housework was completed. | had dedyld not have survived the past 6 months with
changes of the dressing and use special bootshatpl et Kay.

walking stick for assistance. ®

| have been laying on my back during the lockdown

and watching all theuwes of travel shows, as we

plan on doing a 15000km trip in 10 weeks, onéA‘ertICIe o Bl e
things open up and the foot heals, and my folkBAfeMember

in good health.

During my recovery, the thing that amazes me the
most is the dedication, love and support from Kay.
Last year she broke her shoulder in 2 places, which
Is far more painful than what | am going through.
She soldiered on for months and was no where as
much support for her, as she has been for me.

The trip will see us 2 weeks in Tasmania in mid
November and we will catch up with Adam Carroll

and family.
14



The Relative Scoring System

APerformance matters. o itoo complicated and mat
- .. : labelled it asf favouring the elite.

AThe traditional system is so unfair. I't must go away
sooner the better! The nextSowowhat Cup iMantunes cRahaé it

differ from the traditional system? The traditional scori
system is mnkingrpositiomased system, which ignores
throwers individual performance in an event, whereas
Relative Scoring systeperéormandeased, which applies
equal distribution of points to all throwers from novice 1
His system is about measuring performance, not abou
a thrower beats another thrower by rank. The most imj
thing Manu points out about his relative system is that
20 points for every 10% improvement of a score, from
lowest score to the highest, which is achieved with the
logarithmic formula, an especially powerful function of
mathematics.

- Manuel Schutz

Let us show the effect of the logarithmic conversion by
illustrating the Relative points you would be given in ar
Accuracy 100 event from the lowest score to the highe
is best summarised in & chart which shows what is knc
thelogarithmic curvayhich automatically allocates 20

additional points to every 10% improvement of a score

S OWR24 0 G2N 2 F
.

There are very few people who enter the boomerang
with their developing mastery of the events, raises the
a new | evel Manuel Schu

one of these people. Manu is quietly spoken, unassur ,

with a gentlemands demea
field he becomes a blazing meteor, a powerhouse wh
world records in the most difficult of boomerang even:
as Fast Catch and Long Distance, using mostly his ov
boomerangs which suit his extraordinary throwing sty
uses his whole body to generate power. When launck
MTAOGs, his body twists a

Charting the Relative Scoring System for
Accuracy 100

Relative Score 1

Ny

w

arm flashes out as fast as a whip to hurl the boomera
incredible speed. 1 6 11 16 21 26 31 36 41 46

Ln

Manu has been World and European champion many tiroeead the above chart, the scores from 0 to 100 in A
over and with a great deal of experience, has come to kovére transformed into Relative points from 0 to 100
the sport very well, which has allowed him time to exargingéwviler scores as little as 10 points, he gets 519 Relat
critically. One of his bugbears has been the traditional peitdgA thrower who scores 11 points, which is 10% |
system, and with careful analysis at home, using his edhgatiom points will get 538 points, which is 20 points m
in mathematics and statistics, Manu devised a new sysgg@nhddistribution of points persists to the maximum po:
scoring, which he calls The Relative Scoring System. Hgdge of 100. There is a sharper curve for the low scor
passionate and committed in getting things right. His se@fta@ise a 10% greater improvement in score is more
system, showing subtle changes in the results of majorsignificant in ordinal value for the low numbers than in
competitions has created controversy and a good deal §iyher numbers. For instance, among the top throwers

debate among the boomerang sport community. Memhk@fswér who scores 80 points will get 952 relative poin
the IFBA Committee have dismissed his scoring method as 15



which is 10% more than the thrower who scores 73 peifiS@R% s t han Thr ower Ad®S S

932 relative points. This is the ingenious function of theis petter than thrower A for the same reason, since he
Relative Scoring system, which is applied to all of thef}yes points behind A in Trick Catch on 89, and scored
boomerang events, including the timed events. Becayserf §ifer events, whereas A scored modestly in Auss
even distribution of points, there is equal fairness givmgq&{hy blew it with a low score in Accuracy. This exar
throwers who either scored poorly or very well. You myghdibgttempts to come as close to a real event scenari
asking, how do you convert accuracy scores into Relgii@iple, clearly demonstrates the greater degree of acc
scores? Unfortunately, to answer this question goes hg¥qRlative Scoring System over the traditional system
this article to explain, but for those who are mathemafigia@s 1o assessing thrower performance across severa

Manu uses the following formula: which becomes even more intuitive as more events are

Relative Score 500 x log(1 + 99 x Score/100) Now that we have had a good look at the two systems ir

Now lets table the results of 5 throwers in an Accurac§erd, it should help to understand the interview with Mz
(Acc), Aussie Round 100 (AR) and Trick Catch (TC) avie@sednterview answers do imply some familiarity with
compare the ranking system with the Relative systengystem works and draws from actual competition experi

Traditional Scoring System Example MB:Matt Barker (BAA Editor)
CKNR ! /' //tw!w ¢/ ¢/ ¢2idI cayl tfMS:Manuel Schutz

I i I A I
A A MB:What do you think is wr

! nT N cT H GM M T M of scoring boomerang comp
M M oc p Tn n M n consequences?

/ yT H yn M pd p y H MSBasically everything is

5 Co o pc n y@g H 0 the worst possible choice of all scoring systems.

9 HA p c¢cn o TC O M M p

Example: How is it possible, that at the WBC (World Bo
Now lets see how the Relative Scoring System comp&neis)i2ittl 8, two throwers in Individuals with just 4 out of
the above results. completed get an overall rank of 53 and 54 respectively,
junior thrower who competed in all six eveftastasdrank
69? We are looking for the best throwers of 6 events. W
distributing placing points, sometimes a split second mo
in MTA or FC decides over many placing points and son

Relative Scoring System Example

CKNB !/, //!tw !lw ¢/ ¢ ¢2GF CAYLI €
t2AY0t2Ay0 t2AytizAY wl y]

! NnT yoycT coMn M by T HTOH © even ten catches more or less in Endurance or ten point
M py noc TyHTNn op HC PT n or less in Accuracy have almost no impact. Many throwe
/ yT OTAYyn pcopd yyT HYHA M that this fAequalizeso ove

competition. That is not true. The position based scoring
discriminates top performances and low performances.

5 cCo hnmMpcyTCcyd TP HTPH H

9 Hncpdcndnntc dnMHpPpAND p
Lo?k at the Team Accuracy scores of Day 1, WBC 2016

So the Relative Scoring system has changed all the f'cﬂ%ded them into 4 quarters.

placings around and has made Thrower C the winner@@ngs, 149 1689185,189, 21023241 242
Thrower A is placed 3rd, a staggering fall from 1st plagejipthee 2503058, 26 6,

traditional system! So is thrower C better than throwe{(Aé?gn you can be lucky/unl

terms of performance, yes! If you compare throwers Aam@é QNo scoring system can remove that. However, th
thrower A scores poorly in Accuracy with 47 points, scoresgguences are very unfair with position based scorir

average 67 points in Aussie Round but elevates in pd¥Eapipe the impact is different depending on your overe

: : : : : f nce level.
coming 1st in Trick Catch with 91 points. Thrower C, W%UBP : : e
. g : . P . . @ irst quarter of placing points (Rei®sid distributed
is more consistent. He scores highly in Accuracy Wlthr ™ 9979 = 80 Acc points

points, an excellent score in Aussie Round, coming 18oWjB1fhin 4 placing points for 80 Accuracy points.
points and comes last in Trick Catch with 59 points, c88cond quarter: 4 placing points for 44 Accuracy points.
because the other throwers were strong in Trick Catchhiaé quarter: 4 placing points for 19 Accuracy points.

was better than thrower A because he performed higf9yigiarter: 4 placing points for 63 Accuracy pointg.
1



Consequence schools, even though it is really simple to understand.

A team in the top 5 cannot win much with an exceptiokdyword: The 4 levels of measurement. We just need tv
performance or some lu@&7 Accuracy pointsisenoughtoem t o under stand. Ranks
win, 38p more didnoét helgisdBupl iane opr & fig@gwann tciatna t
points (due to bad luck or a bad day) when dropping justores of a discipline like Endurance are quantitative da
slightly below the expected level: 229p or 267p makesfaltinge subtracting, multiplying etc. is meaningful for the
difference! this event. You can argue that 20 to 25 catches is a simi
grence as 40 to 45 catches. Or you can argue that 8(

A novice team in the last 5 could often even have scor%ig . . :
and 60 is twice 30. When converting scores to ranks,

zero without much difference in positional pointthis : : :

example, Scoring 0 or 99 or 134 is the same: 17 positi%s.prOpertY' In ordinal data you can just order th_e data,

points. saying the dlstanc_e betwegn Rank 1 gnd Rank 2 is the ¢
Rank 4 to Rank 5 is meaningless, as is the assumption

An oOaverageé6 team ar oundi0o?sycuifle as o6dsas rank 20®rrghk 1 dBUblE &5 YR

the score on itds pl aci nm@nkR Adsifring position pbiftstis jugtadidtaryoSure, i

38 Accuracy points more or less than 223 is very impagtfitiult to beat a top 5 team than a top 15 team. Yet you

Maybe thatdos why a maj or éxfapoir®ih bothBake@ Wer s canot see

discrimination because they are not affected. So | ask the

throwers on average level to open their eyes:

Top teams or throwers and novice teams or throwers matter!

9dzNB LISy /[ K Yipreyy3s lmLas | iyt

9dzNB LISt Yy / KI YLOMNAYOH K N W&l OKn m p

MB:Do you believe that your background in mathematics ! £ 0 dzii dzSNJj dzS 2@ ¥ R { dAIS Nkl i O

statistics enabled you to clearly see what was wrong with the

current scoring system or did the results of past compiiidhappears the relative scoring system applies more

make it too obvious to see the errors? consideration to thrower performance across events. Hc
the relative scoring system accomplish this?

MS:Both. Up until 2005, | was convinced too that placing

points are the fairest possible scoring system and thatNt&ByYy few very simple principles: In each event a zero ¢

design of the disciplines cause that unfairness. But stuekistg. For each event and regardless on the level (novi

basics of statistics is something that obviously is not tdagit@} you get 20 additional points for each improyeme



